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Lecture 6
Saline-alkali/ saline-sodic soils

Saline-alkali / sodic soil is defined as a soil having a conductivity of the
saturation extract greater than 4 dS m" and an exchangeable sodium
percentage greater than 15. The pH is variable and usually above 8.5
depending on the relative amounts of exchangeable sodium and soluble
salts. When soils dominated by exchangeable sodium, the pH will be
more than 8.5 and when soils dominated by soluble salts, the pH will be
less than 8.5.

Formation

These soils form as a result of the combined processes of salinisation
and alkalization. If the excess soluble salts of these soils are leached
downward, the properties of these soils may change markedly and
become similar to those of sodic soil.

Management of saline alkali soils

The reclamation / management practices recommended for the
reclamation of sodic soil can be followed for the management of saline -
sodic soil.



