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Lecture-11 

The Sale of Goods Act, 1930 

What are the consequences of “destruction of goods” under the Sale of Goods Act, 1930, where the 
goods have been destroyed after the agreement to sell but before the sale is affected 

Provision:  
1. In accordance with the provisions of the Sale of Goods Act, 1930 as contained in Section 7, a 

contract for the sale of specific goods is void if at the time when the contract was made; the goods 
without the knowledge of the seller, perished or become so damaged as no longer to answer to 
their description in the contract, then the contract is void ab initio. 

2. This section is based on the rule that where both the parties to a contract are under a mistake as to 
a matter of fact essential to a contract, the contract is void. 

3. In a similar way Section 8 provides that an agreement to sell specific goods becomes void if 
subsequently the goods, without any fault on the part of the seller or buyer, perish or become so 
damaged as no longer to answer to their description in agreement before the risk passes to the 
buyer. This rule is also based on the ground of impossibility of performance as stated above. 

4. It may, however, be noted that section 7 & 8 apply only to specific goods and not to 
unascertained goods. If the agreement is to sell a certain quantity of unascertained goods, the 
perishing of even the whole quantity of such goods in the possession of the seller will not relieve 
him of his obligation to deliver the goods. 

 
What do you understand by Caveat Emptor under the Sale of Goods Act 1930? What are the 
exceptions to this rule? 

Provision:  
1. Caveat emptor’ means “let the buyer beware”, i.e. in sale of goods the seller is under no duty to 

reveal unflattering truths about the goods sold. Therefore, when a person buys some goods, 

he must examine them thoroughly. 

2. If the goods turn out to be defective or do not suit his purpose, or if he depends upon his skill and 

judgment and makes a bad selection, he cannot blame any body excepting himself. 

3. The rule is enunciated in the opening words of section 16 of the Sale of Goods Act, 1930 which 

runs thus: “Subject to the provisions of this Act and of any other law for the time being in force, 

there is no implied warranty or condition as to the quality or fitness for any particular purpose of 

goods supplied under a contract of sale” 

4. The rule of caveat emptor does not apply in the following cases: 

a) Fitness for buyer’s purpose: Where the buyer, expressly or by implication, makes know to the 
seller the particular purpose for which he requires the goods and relies on the seller’s skill or 
judgment and the goods are of a description which it is in the course of the seller’s business to 
supply, the seller must supply the goods which shall be fit for the buyer’s purpose.  

b) Sale under a patent or trade name: In the case of a contract for the sale of a specified article 
under its patent or other trade name, there is no implied condition that the goods shall be 
reasonably fit for any particular purpose  

c) Merchantable quality: Where goods are bought by description from a seller who deals in goods 
of that description (whether he is in the manufacturer or producer or not). 

 


