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❖ Provisional and Complete Specification: - (Section-9) 

 (1) Where an application for a patent (not being a convention application or an application filed 

under the Patent Cooperation Treaty designating India) is accompanied by a provisional specification, 

a complete specification shall be filed within twelve months from the date of filing of the application, 

and if the complete specification is not so filed, the application shall be deemed to be abandoned.  

(2) Where two or more applications in the name of the same applicant are accompanied by 

provisional specifications in respect of inventions which are cognate or of which one is a 

modification of another and the Controller is of opinion that the whole of such inventions are such as 

to constitute a single invention and may properly be included in one patent, he may allow one 

complete specification to be filed in respect of all such provisional specifications. Provided that the 

period of time specified under sub-section (1) shall be reckoned from the date of filing of the earliest 

provisional specification. 

 (3) Where an application for a patent (not being a convention application or an application filed 

under the Patent Cooperation Treaty designating India) is accompanied by a specification purporting 

to be a complete specification, the Controller may, if the applicant be requests at any time within 

twelve months from the date of filing of the application, direct that such specification shall be treated, 

for the purposes of this Act, as a provisional specification and proceed with the application 

accordingly. 

 (4) Where a complete specification has been filed in pursuance of an application for a patent 

accompanied by a provisional specification or by a specification treated by virtue of a direction under 

sub-section (3) as a provisional specification, the Controller may, if the applicant so requests at any 

time before grant of patent, cancel the provisional specification and post-date the application to the 

date of filing of the complete specification.  

❖ Content of Specification :- (Section-10)  

As per Section 10, every complete specification is required to - (a) fully and particularly describe the 

invention and its operation or use and the method by which it is to be performed; (b) disclose the best 

method of performing the invention which is known to the applicant and for which he is entitled to 

claim protection; and (c) end with a claim or claims defining the scope of the invention for which 

protection is claimed; and (d) be accompanied by an abstract to provide technical information on the 

invention. Also, make reference to deposit of the biological material in the International Depository 

Authority, if applicable. 
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