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Women’s role in the freedom struggle

The  history  of  Indian  Freedom  Struggle  would  be  incomplete  without  mentioning  the

contributions of women. The sacrifice made by the women of India will occupy the foremost

place.  They  fought  with  true  spirit  and  undaunted  courage  and  faced  various  tortures,

exploitations and hardships to earn us freedom.

When most  of  the men freedom fighters  were in  prison the women came forward and took

charge of the struggle. The list of great women whose names have gone down in history for their

dedication and undying devotion to the service of India is a long one.

Woman's participation in India's freedom struggle began as early as in1817 .Bhima Bai Holkar

fought bravely against the British colonel Malcolm and defeated him in guerilla warfare. Many

women including Rani Channama of Kittur, Rani Begam Hazrat Mahal of Avadh fought against

British East India company in the 19th century; 30 years before the “First War of Independence

1857”

The role played by women in the War of Independence (the Great Revolt) of 1857 was creditable

and invited the admiration even leaders of the Revolt. Rani of Ramgarh, Rani Jindan Kaur, Rani

Tace  Bai,  Baiza  Bai,  Chauhan  Rani,  Tapasvini  Maharani  daringly  led  their  troops  into  the

battlefield.

Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi whose heroism and superb leadership laid an outstanding example of

real  patriotism .Indian women who joined the national  movement  belonged to educated  and

liberal  families,  as  well  as  those  from the  rural  areas  and from all  walk  of  life,  all  castes,

religions and communities.

Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Vijayalakmi Pundit and Annie Bezant in the 20th century are

the names which are remembered even today for their singular contribution both in battlefield

and in political field.

Let  us elucidate  the role  of  Indian women who participated  in  the freedom struggle against

British East India Company and British Empire and made great and rich contributions in various

ways.



The First War of Independence (1857-58)

The First War of Independence (1857-58) It was the first general agitation against the rule of the

British East India Company. The Doctrine of Lapse, issue of cartridges greased with cow and pig

fat to Indian soldiers at Meerut ‘triggered the fire’. Further, the introduction of British system of

education and a number of social reforms had infuriated a very wide section of the Indian people,

soon became a widespread agitation and posed a grave challenge to the British rule.

As a result of this agitation the East India Company was brought under the direct rule of the

British Crown.Even though the British succeeded in crushing it within a year, it was certainly a

popular  revolt  in  which  the  Indian  rulers,  the  masses  and  the  militia  participated  so

enthusiastically  that  it  came to  be  regarded  as  the  First  War  of  Indian  Independence.  Rani

Lakshmibai  was  the  great  heroine  of  the  First  war  of  India  Freedom.  She  showed  the

embodiment of patriotism, self-respect and heroism. She was the queen of a small state, but the

empress of a limitless empire of glory.

Jalianwalabagh massacre (1919)

General Dyer's Jalianwala Bagh massacre followed the strike wave, when an unarmed crowd of

10,000 Baisakhi celebrators was mercilessly attacked with over 1600 rounds of ammunition. Yet,

Gandhi  continued  to  advocate  cooperation  with  the  British  in  December  1919,  even  as  the

resistance of ordinary Indians continued. The first six months of 1920 saw an even greater level

of mass resistance, with no less than 200 strikes taking place involving 1.5 million workers. It

was in response to this rising mass revolutionary tide that the leadership of the Congress was

forced to confront its conservatism and give a somewhat more militant face to its program. The

"non-violent non-cooperation" movement was thus launched under the stewardship of leaders

like Mahatma Gandhi, Lajpat Rai and Motilal Nehru.

Non-cooperation movement launched (1920)

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915 and took up the

demand for self-rule and non-cooperation movement. Sarla Devi, Muthulaxmi Reddy, Susheela

Nair, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Sucheta Kripalani and Aruna Asaf Ali are some the women who

participated in the non-violent movement. Kasturba Gandhi, the wife of Mahatma Gandhi, and



the women of the Nehru family, Kamla Nehru, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit and Swarup Rani, also

participated in the National Movement. Lado Rani Zutshi and her daughters Manmohini, Shyama

and Janak led the movement in Lahore.

Civil Disobedience the Dandi Salt March (1930)

Gandhiji inaugurated the Civil Disobedience Movement by conducting the historic Dandi Salt

March,  where he broke the Salt  Laws imposed by the British  Government.  Followed by an

entourage of seventy nine ashram inmates, Gandhi embarked on his march from his Sabarmati

Ashram on a 200 mile  trek to the remote village Dandi that is  located on the shores of the

Arabian Sea. On 6th April 1930, Gandhi with the accompaniment of seventy nine satyagrahis,

violated  the  Salt  Law  by  picking  up  a  fistful  of  salt  lying  on  the  sea  shore.  The  Civil

Disobedience Movement was an important milestone in the history of Indian Independence. The

aim of this movement was a complete disobedience of the orders of the British Government.

During this movement it was decided that India would celebrate 26th January as Independence

Day all over the country. On 26th January 1930, meetings were held all over the country and the

Congress tri- colour flag was hoisted. The British Government tried to repress the movement and

resorted  to  brutal  firing,  killing  hundreds  of  people.  Thousands  were  arrested  along  with

Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru. But the movement spread to all the four corners of the country.

The Quit India Movement (1942)

In August 1942, the Quit India movement was launched. "I want freedom immediately, this very

night before dawn if it can be had. We shall free India or die in the attempt, we shall not live to

see the perpetuation of our slavery",  declared the Mahatma,  as the British resorted to brutal

repression  against  non-violent  satyagrahis.  The  Quit  India  resolution,  taken  against  British,

directly addressed women "as disciplined soldiers of Indian freedom", required to sustain the

flame of war.

Usha Mehta, a committed patriot set up a radio transmitter, called The "Voice of Freedom" to

disseminate  the  "mantra"  of  freedom-war.  News  of  protest  and  arrests,  deeds  of  young

nationalists,  and Gandhi’s  famous  "Do or  Die"  message  for  the  Quit  India  movement  were

circulated  amongst  the  masses.  Usha  Mehta  and  her  brother  persisted  with  their  task  of

broadcasting until their arrest.



These acts proved that the British could maintain the empire only at enormous cost due to wide

spread agitation.

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION:

1.Who among the following is known as ‘Mother of Indian Revolution’ ?

A.Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi
B.Bhikaji Rustam Kama
C.Annie Besant
D.Sarojini Naidu

2.The British empire is rotten to the core, corrupt in every direction and tyrannical and mean.The
above statement was made by __?

A.Mrs. Annie Besant
B.W. Digby
C.Sister Nivedita
D.William Wedderburn

3.Who among the following formed the group "Brothers of India"?

A.Annie Besant
B.George Feuerstein
C.H.S. Olcott
D.Alan Watts

4.Who launched All India Home Rule League in September 1916?

A.Mahdev Govind Ranade
B.Bal Gangadhar Tilak
C.Annie Besant
D.Joseph Baptista

5.Who launched All Women Conference in 1927 at Madras?

James Cousins
Margaret Cousins
Both 1 & 2
None of the above
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