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Sociology is a distinct science with its own subject matter. It has by now been able to establish 
itself as a distinct science concerned with the scientific study of society. It has accumulated a 
body of knowledge about society. It has been said surprisingly enough by some critics that 
sociology does not have a subject matter of its own.

Lecture-7



Permanent Settlement of Bengal

Ryotwari system

 This system of land revenue was instituted in the late 18th century by Sir Thomas Munro,
Governor of Madras in 1820.

 This  was  practised  in  the  Madras  and  Bombay  areas,  as  well  as  Assam and  Coorg
provinces.

 In this system, the peasants or cultivators were regarded as the owners of the land. They
had ownership rights, could sell, mortgage or gift the land.

 The taxes were directly collected by the government from the peasants.

 The rates were 50% in dryland and 60% in the wetland.

 The rates were high and unlike the Permanent System, they were open to being increased.

 If they failed to pay the taxes, they were evicted by the government.

 Ryot means peasant cultivators.

 Here there were no middlemen as in the Zamindari system. But, since high taxes had to
be paid only in cash (no option of paying in kind as before the British) the problem of
moneylenders  came  into  the  show.  They  further  burdened  the  peasants  with  heavy
interests.

QUESTIONS:

1. During whose reign Avadh was annexed to the British empire on the charge of 

misadministration?

Ans. Lord Dalhousie.

2.Who was the last Governor General appointed by the East India Company ?

Ans. Lord Canning

3. Who introduced English as the medium of higher education ?
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Ans. Lord William Bentick.

4. Who established the Indian Law Commission in 1833 AD ?

Ans. Lord William Bentick.

5. Who laid the foundation of Modern education in India ?

Ans. Lord William Bentick.
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