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7980. Election petitions.

No election shall be called in question except by an election petition presented in accordance with the
provisions of this Part.

80A. High Court to try election petitions.

(1) The Court having jurisdiction to try an election petition shall be the High Court. (2) Such
jurisdiction shall be exercised ordinarily by a single Judge of the High Court and the Chief Justice
shall, from time to time, assign one or more Judges for that purpose: Provided that where the High
Court consists only of one Judge, he shall try all election petitions presented to that Court. (3) The
High Court in its discretion may, in the interests of justice or convenience, try an election petition,
wholly or partly, at a place other than the place of seat of the High Court.

81. Presentation of petitions.

(1) An election petition calling in question any election may be presented on one or more of the
grounds specified in [sub-section (1)] of section 100 and section 101 to the 4[High Court] by any
candidate at such election or any elector [within forty-five days from, but not earlier than the date of
election of the returned candidate, or if there are more than one returned candidate at the election and
the dates of their election are different, the later of those two dates]. Explanation.—In this sub-
section, "elector” means a person who was entitled to vote at the election to which the election
petition relates, whether he has voted at such election or not. (3) Every election petition shall be
accompanied by as many copies thereof as there are respondents mentioned in the petition , and every
such copy shall be attested by the petitioner under his own signature to be a true copy of the petition.]
82. Parties to the petition.

A petitioner shall join as respondents to his petition— (a) where the petitioner, in addition to claiming
a declaration that the election of all or any of the returned candidates is void, claims a further
declaration that he himself or any other candidate has been duly elected, all the contesting candidates
other than the petitioner, and where no such further declaration is claimed, all the returned
candidates; and (b) any other candidate against whom allegations of any corrupt practice are made in
the petition.]

83. Contents of petition.

(1) An election petition— (a) shall contain a concise statement of the material facts on which the
petitioner relies; (b) shall set forth full particulars of any corrupt practice that the petitioner alleges,
including as full a statement as possible of the names of the parties alleged to have committed such

corrupt practice and the date and place of the commission of each such practice; and



(c) shall be signed by the petitioner and verified in the manner laid down in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
(5 of 1908) for the verification of pleadings: 1 [Provided that where the petitioner alleges any corrupt practice,
the petition shall also be accompanied by an affidavit in the prescribed form in support of the allegation of
such corrupt practice and the particulars thereof.] (2) Any schedule or annexure to the petition shall also be
signed by the petitioner and verified in the same manner as the petition.]

84. Relief that may be claimed by the petitioner.

A petitioner may, in addition to claiming a declaration that the election of all or any



