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I. PRINCIPLES 

 

1. As stated in international instruments and in particular the Convention on  the Rights of 

the Child as reflected in the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and in order 

to ensure justice for child victims and witnesses of crime, professionals and others 

responsible for the well-being of those children must respect the following cross-cutting 

principles: 

(a) Dignity. Every child is a unique and valuable human being and as   such his or her 

individual dignity, special needs, interests and privacy should    be respected and protected; 

(b) Non-discrimination. Every child has the right to be treated fairly and equally, 

regardless of his or her or the parent’s or legal guardian’s race, 

ethnicity, colour, gender, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or 

social origin, property, disability and birth or other status; 

(c) Best interests of the child. While the rights of accused and convicted offenders 

should be safeguarded, every child has the right to have his or her   best interests given 

primary consideration. This includes the right to protection and to a chance for harmonious 

development: 

(i) Protection. Every child has the right to life and survival and    to be shielded 

from any form of hardship, abuse or neglect, including physical, 

psychological, mental and emotional abuse and neglect; 

(ii) Harmonious development. Every child has the right to a chance for 

harmonious development and to a standard of living adequate for physical, 

mental, spiritual, moral and social growth. In the case of a child who  has  

been  traumatized,  every step should be taken to enable the child to enjoy 

healthy development; 

(d) Right to participation. Every child has, subject to national procedural law, the right 

to express his or her views, opinions and beliefs freely, in his or her own words, and to 

contribute especially to the decisions affecting his or her life, including those taken in any 

judicial processes, and to have those views taken into consideration according to his or her 

abilities, age, intellectual maturity and evolving capacity. 

 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 

 

2. Throughout these Guidelines, the following definitions apply: 

(a) “Child victims and witnesses” denotes children and adolescents, under the age of 

18, who are victims of crime or witnesses to crime regardless of     their role in the offence or 

in the prosecution of the alleged offender or groups   of offenders; 

(b) “Professionals” refers to persons who, within the context of their work, are in 



contact with child victims and witnesses of crime or are responsible for addressing the needs 

of children in the justice system and for whom these Guidelines are applicable. This 

includes, but is not limited to, the following: child and victim advocates and support persons; 

child protection service practi- tioners; child welfare agency staff; prosecutors and, where 

appropriate, defence lawyers; diplomatic and consular staff; domestic violence programme 

staff; judges; court staff; law enforcement officials; medical and mental health professionals; 

and social workers “Justice process” encompasses detection of the crime, making of the 

complaint, investigation, prosecution and trial and post-trial procedures, regard- less of 

whether the case is handled in a national, international or regional crimi- nal justice system 

for adults or juveniles, or in a customary or informal system  of justice; 

(c) “Child-sensitive” denotes an approach that balances the child’s right  to protection 

and that takes into account the child’s individual needs and views. 

 

 


