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Modernization and the law 

Fundamental duties of India 

As an Indian citizen, certain rights and duties are provided to us. The duty of every citizen is 

to abide by the laws and perform his/her legal obligations. A person should always be aware 

of his/her fundamental duties. 11 fundamental duties are laid down by the Indian 

Constitution. 

Origin and scope of fundamental duties  

Origin  

On the recommendations of the Swaran Singh Committee, the fundamental duties were 

added by the 42nd Amendment, 1976 in our Indian Constitution. The fundamental duties 

were originally 10 in numbers but in 2002, the 86th Amendment increased its number to 11. 

The 11th duty made it compulsory for each and every parent and guardian to provide the 

educational opportunities to their child who is more than 6 years but less than 14 years of 

age. These duties are borrowed from the Constitution of Japan. 
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Scope  

Neither there is a direct provision in the Constitution for the enforcement of these duties 

nor there is hardly any legal sanction in order to prevent violation of these duties. These 

duties are obligatory in nature. The following facts provide for the importance of 

fundamental duties: 

A person should respect the fundamental rights and duties equally because in any case, if 

the court comes to know that a person who wants his/her rights to be enforced is careless 

about his/her duties then the court will not be lenient in his/her case. 

Any ambiguous statute can be interpreted with the help of fundamental duties.  

The court can consider the law reasonable if it gives effect to any of the fundamental duties. 

In this way, the court can save such law from being declared as unconstitutional. 

Fundamental duties taken from 

The fundamental duties are taken from the USSR (Russia) constitution. The addition of 

fundamental duties in our constitution has brought our constitution aligned with the Article 

29(1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and with various provisions of the 

modern constitution of other countries. 

11 Fundamental duties 

https://www.slideshare.net/DiganthSehgal/fundamental-duties-part-1
https://www.slideshare.net/DiganthSehgal
https://www.humanrights.com/course/lesson/articles-26-30/read-article-29.html
https://www.humanrights.com/course/lesson/articles-26-30/read-article-29.html


Only one Article that is Article -51A is there in Part-IV-A of the Indian Constitution that deals 

with fundamental duties. It was added to the Constitution by the 42nd Amendment Act, 

1976. For the first time, a code of 11 fundamental duties was provided to the citizens of 

India. Article 51-A states that it is the duty of every citizen of India: 

To respect the Constitution, it’s ideals and institutions, the National Flag and National 

Anthem–Ideals like liberty, justice, equality, fraternity and institution like executive, the 

legislature, and the judiciary must be respected by all the citizens of the country. No person 

should undergo any such practice which violates the spirit of the Constitution and should 

maintain its dignity. If any person shows disrespect to the National Anthem or to the 

National Flag then it will be a failure as a citizen of a sovereign nation. 

The noble ideas that inspire the national struggle to gain independence, one should cherish 

them– Every citizen must admire and appreciate the noble ideas that inspired the struggle 

of independence. These ideas focus on making a just society, a united nation with freedom, 

equality, non-violence, brotherhood, and world peace. A citizen must remain committed to 

these ideas. 

One should protect and uphold the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India– This is one of 

the basic duties that every citizen of India should perform. A united nation is not possible if 

the unity of the country is jeopardized. Sovereignty lies with the people. Article 19(2) of the 

Indian Constitution put reasonable restrictions on the freedom of speech and expression in 

order to safeguard the interest and integrity of India.  

One should respect the country and render national service when called upon–Every citizen 

should defend the country against the enemies. All the citizens apart from those who belong 

to the army, navy etc should be ready to take up arms in order to protect themselves and 

the nation whenever the need arises. 

One should promote harmony as well as the spirit of common brotherhood amongst the 

citizens of India, transcending religious, linguistic, regional or sectional diversities and to 

renounce practices that are derogatory to the dignity of the women– Presence of one flag 

and single citizenship not only reflects the spirit of brotherhood but also directs the citizen 

to leave behind all the differences and focus on collective activity in all spheres.   

One should value and preserve the heritage of our composite culture– India’s culture is one 

of the richest heritages of the earth. So, it is compulsory for every citizen to protect the 

heritage and pass it on to future generations.  

One should protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, 

wildlife and a citizen should have compassion for living creatures– Under Article 48A this 

duty is provided as a constitutional provision also. The natural environment is very 

important and valuable for each and every country. So each and every citizen should make 

efforts in order to protect it. 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/867010/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/493243/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/871328/


One should not only develop the scientific temperament and humanism but also the spirit of 

inquiry and reform– For his/her own development it is necessary for a person to learn from 

the experiences of others and develop in this fast-changing environment. So one should 

always try to have a scientific temperament in order to adjust with these changes. 

One should always safeguard public property and abjure– Due to unnecessary cases of 

violence that occurs in a country which preach for non-violence, a lot of harm has already 

been done to the public property. So, it is the duty of every citizen to protect the public 

property. 

One should always strive towards excellence in all spheres of life and also for the collective 

activity so that the nation continues with its endeavour and achievements– In order to 

ensure that our country rises to a higher level of achievement, it is the basic duty of every 

citizen to do the work that is given to him/her with excellence. This will definitely lead the 

country towards the highest possible level of excellence. 

One should always provide the opportunity of education to his child or ward between the 

age of six to fourteen years– Free and compulsory education must be provided to the 

children who belong to 6 to 14 years of age and this has to be ensured by the parents or 

guardian of such child. This was provided by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002.  

 


